BERNVILLE AREA COMMUNITY LIBRARY

COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY


The Bernville Area Community Library (BACL) maintains that the freedoms to read and to view are essential.  BACL adheres to the American Library Association Policies of Freedom to Read, Freedom to View, and Library Bill of Rights, as freedom of choice of materials selection is an essential prerequisite of democratic library service.  

 
BACL’s designated service area consists of three (3) communities: Bernville Borough, Jefferson Township, and Penn Township, although BACL users may be from areas outside of its designated service area.  Included with the service area is the Tulpehocken Area School District.  Library users at this time consist of preschool aged children, school aged children, parents of these children, members of the community and patrons who reside outside this area. 
Responsibility

The Bernville Area Community Library Director, operating within the framework of policies determined by the Board of Trustees and guided by the needs of the community served by the Library, will strive to build a current collection of resources useful to its users.  BACL will maintain said collection at the 1A Level (1A: minimum, uneven coverage).  In selecting books to be added, attention is given to purchasing books which will balance the collection and also meet the special interests of our patrons.  

The BACL Director, along with the board and staff, will welcome patrons’ suggestions regarding potential materials to add to collection, consider designated selection criteria, remain impartial in materials selection and be guided by the communities’ needs

Materials in Collection
The following types of materials are deemed currently useful to the community.  Usefulness is reviewed annually.

· Reference materials

· Non-fiction all ages

· Fiction all ages

· Classics all ages

· Supplemental materials as necessary for school curricula, including curricula of home school families.
· Large print materials

· Books on tape and on CD all ages

· Videos and DVD’s all ages

· Music CD’s all ages

· Magazines all ages

· Newspapers, local

· Materials of local historical interest

· Any other materials as deemed significant by Library Director or Board of Trustees. 

Collection Selection Criteria
Collection Selection will

· Keep collection fresh and attractive

· Be reviewed annually

· Respond to and represent the needs and specific values of the community

· Be selected based upon interest and significance of subject

· Be selected based upon potential user appeal

· Take into consideration the recognized competence of the author

· Include materials of literary merit and excellent artistic quality

· Be timeless as appropriate

· Represent varied format, i.e., video/audio/written, etc. 

· Be of physical durability with specific exceptions

· Be selected based upon price and availability

· Occasionally necessitate other criteria as deemed significant by Library Director or Board of Trustees. 

Resources for reputable, unbiased, professional selections

· Booklist publication

· Library Journal

· Book Pages

· Novelist

· Baker and Taylor review sources online

Collection Reconsideration

The Bernville Area Community Library understands that some materials are controversial and offensive to some patrons, but the library cannot make their selections on that basis.  The library selects materials with the best interest of the entire community as stated in our policies.  Parents and/or legal guardians are responsible for their child’s material selections. 
A patron may request reconsideration of materials by submitting, in writing, such Request for Reconsideration which will be reviewed by the Library Director and if appropriate, the Board of Trustees.  Library Director or Board of Trustees will reply to said request, in writing, within six (6) weeks.  Final decision of the Board of Trustees will stand. 

Gifts
BACL will accept all materials donations with the understanding that they will be subject to established selection criteria.  Materials not deemed suitable or appropriate for the Library may be sold at used book events, donated to the Berks County Book Bonanza or recycled at designated Berks County book recycling facility.  Materials that are not suitable are: duplicate copies of materials already held by the library, items that are dirty, torn, moldy or insect ridden.  Outdated textbooks and encyclopedias that are five years old will not be accepted  

Collection Weeding
In order to maintain quality and breadth of current collection, dirty, worn out, and ragged materials will be regularly removed from the collection.  Materials, which circulate infrequently, will be retained only if they add to the overall excellence of the collection and/or are of historical significance and value.  Advice of qualified professionals will be sought, if appropriate.  Library Director maintains final decistion on weeding collection. 

Collection Weeding Criteria

· Materials that have not circulated in three years 

· Inaccurate or false information

· Biased or sexist terminology

· Physical condition

· Multiple copies in collection 

· Uncirculted over three years

· Availability of subject matter in other media in library

· Current relevance to community

· Funds available to replace or purchase new editions

Disposal of Weeded Materials

Weeded materials will be donated to the BACL booksale, the Berks County Book Bonanza or recycled at the designated Berks County book recycling facility. 
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