Bernville Area Community Library

Internet Policy


Purpose

BERNVILLE AREA COMMUNITY LIBRARY is committed to the promotion of lifelong learning.  In support of informational and educational research and as a means of reaching the goal of lifelong learning, the Library will provide public access to the diverse and unique resources available via the Internet.  

Children and the Internet

In compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (pub.L.106-554), which states that any library receiving federal funds must “have in place a policy of internet safety for minors that includes the operation of a technology protection measure with respect to any computers with internet access…”, the Bernville Area Community Library has installed a filtering mechanism on all our public access computer to our young users from inappropriate material.  
The library also encourages parental supervision of their children while searching the internet as the filter that is installed is not foolproof.  This filter may block access to sites that our users may deem inoffensive and useful.  It may, inadvertently, allow text or images that one may deem offensive to be viewed.  

Conditions and Terms of Use
· The library has a filter on the computers that blocks certain sites (dating, socializing, adult themes).  No one under the age of eighteen (18) is allowed to have the filter unblocked.  Patron must prove age in order to have filter unblocked.  

· Information available via the Internet may be protected by copyright or trademark.  Use of such information by Library patrons will not violate any copyright or trademark law. 

· Because the Internet allows access to ideas, information, and commentary from sources around the world, libraries cannot control Internet content.  Therefore, individual users will accept responsibility for determining the validity and accuracy of information located on the Internet. 

· The Internet and its available resources may contain material of a controversial nature.  Parents or guardians, not library staff, will be responsible for the Internet information selected and/or accessed by their children.  Parental supervision of children searching the Internet is advised. 

· Viewing of certain materials in the public library may be considered improper in time, place, or manner.  Libraries reserve the right to discontinue the display of information and images that may cause a disruption. 

· Patrons may not use public library Internet connections for any commercial or for-profit purpose.

· For copies made from the computers there will be a charge of $0.15 for black and white and $0.75 for color. 

Limitations
BACL will not provide access to subscription services, email, usernet news or chatrooms.

User Responsibilities
Users will observe and obey all time limits and other procedural guideline as stated in the BACL Computer Policy. 

Library Staff Responsibilities
Library Staff will be trained in computer usage and will provide basic instruction when requested.  Library staff will not be expected to assist users beyond the basic function, and will not be available for detailed searches or entire research projects. 

Approved November 17, 2008

Reviewed November 2009
Reviewed and revised November 2010

