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The Boone Area Library services the Boroughs of Birdsboro, Union and Amity Township with a total population of 17,384.  Our collection at this point includes approximately 28,112 items.   Our users are primarily school age children and adults.
Our collection includes a balance of materials for all age ranges and needs.  This includes high interest, high demand adult fiction, easy picture books, basic reference materials, periodicals, large print collection, paperbacks, children and adult non-fiction, videos, book on tape, CDs, and DVDs  plus other electronic media.

We are currently at the 1.6 useful cataloged/classified items per capita which exceeds the local library standard of 1.5 useful cataloged/classified items per capita. We will strive to maintain our collection at the level or above.
I.
Collection:  Development is the responsibility of the Head Librarian based on the following criteria;

A. Enhancement of current collection; e.g. the continuation of a series.

B. Is the work of a proven author; e.g. one who is in demand by our patrons.

C. Appears on the New York Times Best-Seller’s List for fiction.

D. A book that has been requested by at least three patrons.

E. Is the recipient of a nationally accepted award; e.g. Newberry, Caldecott, 

   A.L.A., Pulitzer, etc.

F. Fills a gap in factual information; e.g. current information on countries.

G. A new work / author that will be of interest to our patrons.

H. Books of local interest (history, authors, etc.)

I. Classics

J. Rare Books of special interest.

A book must meet at least one of the criteria outlined above to be added to our collection.  Book selection must show responsibility of authorship to subject matter; e.g. a proven expert in that field.  The collection must strive for balance, no bias in controversial areas, pro or con.  See III.

II.
Collection Format:

It is the library’s policy to provide materials in the most accessible, cost-effective format available.  Budgetary and spatial constraints play an import role.  Out of the library’s annual budget 12% must be used to purchase new books.  Of this amount, 30% must be spent on children’s materials.  The library is attempting to strike a balance between expenditures for materials and staff salaries.

A. Duplicates:  The library will not purchase nor will it accept donations of 

   audio duplicate titles except for the following reasons:

1. Duplicate titles (2) of Adult Fiction whereas one is regular type 

and one is a large print edition; or a hardcover and paperback 

version of the same title.

   2. Duplicate copies (2-3) of Children’s Easy Fiction will be   


maintained, especially favorites such as Dr. Seuss.

2. Duplicate copes of (2-3) of Non-fiction Popular Works will be 

maintained as space permits; e.g. (Charles Adams’ Ghost Stories of 

Berks County.)

B. Paperbacks:  The library will not purchase paperbacks except under the 

    following conditions:


    1. If the paperback is a large-print edition.

 2. If paper is the only format available.

    3. Juvenile fiction which has a short-term life (e.g. Babysitter’s 

 Club) or is part of a promotional collections.

4. Non-fiction books whose information will be quickly superseded; e.g. 

 Almanacs, world record books, etc.

C. Textbooks:  The library will not purchase textbooks unless the information 

   is unavailable in any other format.

III.

Complaints & Censorship:

It is neither the goal nor the role of the Boone Area Library to censor the reading of any of its patrons.  We support the principles outlined in the American Library Association’s “Intellectual Freedom Policy”.

We realize that many items may be subject to controversy and that some patrons may be offended, but we cannot make our selections on that basis.

If a patron wishes to file a complaint after having read our selection policy and the “Intellectual Freedom Policy”, they may fill out a complaint form will be reviewed and responded to by our Library Board of Directors. (Sample form enclosed)

IV.

Gift Policy:

The Boone Area Library appreciates donations from patrons, but these items will be added to our collection only if they meet the following criteria:

A. Meets the established collection development criteria.

B. Does not duplicate material already in the collection.

C. Are not dirty or torn.

D. Are not outdated textbooks.

E. Are not sets of encyclopedias more than five years old.  Materials

   that are not appropriate for addition to our collection will be

   accepted for resale as limited storage permits.

V.
Weeding, Discarding and Preservation:

Weeding will be done on a continuing basis at the Boone Area Library based on the following criteria:

A. Frequency of use / demand.

B. Outdated or misinformation.  (Non-fiction materials should be no more than 

   five years old).

C. Physical condition of the item.

D. Value to the collections; ability to replace with a similar item.

E. Space to house materials.

Although weeding will be done on a continual basis, 3% of the entire collection must be done annually.  

Whenever feasible, items will be repaired according to standard book repair methods.

Books to be discarded must be deleted from the automated system, be stamped discarded and may be put for resale.

